CSD 614: Language Learning Disabilities PRIVATE 

Kamhi

Fall, 2023
Th 5:30 – 8:30
Office hours: By appointment
Course Description

Assessment and treatment of spoken and written language learning disabilities in school-age children and adolescents with special emphasis on the collaborative role of the speech-language pathologist in school-based settings.
Course Objectives

     Students will be able to:

1. Differentiate students with language, learning, and reading disabilities.

2. Identify students at risk for language and reading disabilities

3. Demonstrate knowledge of language, reading, writing, and spelling

development during the school years.

4. Administer norm-referenced tests of language, reading, and writing.

5. Assess language, reading, spelling, and writing using a variety of descriptive measures.

6. Analyze and interpret assessment information.
7. Identify procedures to improve language, phonological awareness, reading, and spelling abilities.
8. Use selected procedures to improve language and literacy skills.

           Schedule of Events                               
Readings
     August
    17 Intro—Teaching and learning
Bjork



Pashler (2009)
                  
Kamhi (JCD-Proceduralization)

    24  Teaching and Learning  
    31  SLI/DLD: Definition, Causes, and Diagnosis

        September

    7  Morphology/syntax assessment/intervention
    14  Role of SLP in Reading
       21  LD/RD/Dyslexia: Definition, Subgroups, Diagnosis
K&C, Ch. 3
   28 Reading development
K&C, Ch. 2

October
      5  Spelling/Writing development
K&C, Chs. 8 & 9
      12  Causes of RD/Dyslexia
K&C, Ch. 4
         Exam review

      19  Midterm Exam
26  Language/Reading Assessment

November
     2   Word-level reading/spelling instruction  
K&C, Chs. 6
     9  Comprehension 
K&C, Ch. 6      
 16 Assessing/improving knowledge/comprehension     
K&C, Ch. 6, 9

Case Studies
Catts & Kamhi-2017-LSHSS clinical forum   

      23 Thanksgiving
 
  30 Presentations of Experiential Projects 
Recommended Texts
Kamhi, A., & Cattts, H. (2012). Language and reading disabilities(3rd ed). Boston: Allyn & Bacon.

Ukrainetz, T. (2015).  School-age language intervention: Evidence-based practices.  Austin, TX: Pro-Ed.
Wexler, N. (2019).  The knowledge gap: The hidden cause of America’s broken education system and how to fix it. New York: Penguin Random House
Reading Organizations
International Reading Association publishes three journals: Reading Research Quarterly, The Journal of Reading, and The Reading Teacher.  Address is 800 Barksdale Rd. PO Box 8139, Newark, DE l9714.

The International Association of Dyslexia (IDA) publishes the Annals of Dyslexia

The Journal of Learning Disabilities is published l0 times per year by Pro-Ed, 8700 Shoal Creek Blvd., Austin, TX 78758; 512-451-3246.

The Council for Learning Disabilities publishes Learning Disability Quarterly.  Address is CLD, PO Box 40303, Overland Park, KS 66204.

Society for the Scientific Study of Reading publishes Scientific Studies of Reading.

---------------------

Websites

www.reading.uoregon.edu
www.nichd.nih.gov/publications


Florida Center for Reading Research—www.fccr.org

Course Requirements

1.Discussion blogs: Questions/articles will be posted for students to blog on.  If you use Chat GPT, your discussion blog should provide your comments/reactions to the Chat GPT’s answers.  Ask for at least one regeneration and have at least one follow-up question that you generate.  If you don’t use AI, just answer the questions.  If your group does not have to blog, you should use Chat GPT to generate answers and look them over before class.  I’m not sure how using Chat GPT will work, so we might make some changes once we try it out.
     Blogs should be posted by noon Thursdays. (20%)

    8/24 Teaching and Learning: Students (Group A)
    8/31  SLI/DLD (Group B)
    9/7   Language assessment/intervention (Group A)
    9/14 Role of the SLP (Group B)
    9/21  LD/Dyslexia (Group A)
    9/28: Reading development (Group B)
   10/5:  Spelling and writing (Group A)
   10/12 Causes of RD/Dyslexia (Group B)

   11/2:  Word-level reading/spelling instruction (Group A)
   11/9: Assessing/Improving comprehension (Group B)
2.  Midterm Exam—25%

3.   Experiential Project:  5-7 page paper and presentation for A, B, D.  Paper for option C. (20%)  (Due 11/30)

              A.    Tutor a school-age child for 6-8 weeks.  You should have about 6-8 sessions with the child.   The preference is for the student to have some kind of language learning problem, but you can work with a typically developing child if necessary.   Write-up should describe what you did and the progress student made.    Possible sites include Morehead Elementary and Grace Ministries (Glenwood area).

               B.   Interview an adolescent (>16) or adult who has a history of a reading or language-learning disability.   Ask questions about the nature of the disability, its developmental history, history of intervention, self-concept, social abilities, how the disability has affected the individual, etc.  In addition to the interview, read a book by someone with a reading/learning disability and at least two journal articles that address living with a disability.  

               C.  Book or Podcast Report:  Read Wexler’s The knowledge gap: The hidden cause of America’s broken education system and how to fix it.  Summarize and comment on each chapter. Or listen to her 6 podcasts and summarize and comment on each one. 



https://knowledgematterscampaign.org/podcast/
                      D.  DLD Advocacy Project---talk to me about what you would like to do.
         4.  Final exam (25%).  
5.  Class attendance and participation.  Only one excused absence is allowed.  Students who miss more than one class will have their grade lowered.  (10%)

Student Learning Outcomes

	Standard III-B. The applicant must demonstrate knowledge of basic human communication processes, including their biological, neurological, acoustic, psychological, developmental, and linguistic and cultural bases.

	Outcomes
	Areas
	Evidence

	1. The student will demonstrate knowledge of the linguistic, developmental and cultural bases of basic human communication in school-age children.
	4, 7, 8
	1,3,4,6

	Standard III-C. The applicant must demonstrate knowledge of the nature of language and learning disabilities, including the etiologies, characteristics,  psychological, developmental, and linguistic and cultural correlates. 

Standard III-D. The applicant must possess knowledge of the principles and methods of prevention, assessment and intervention for people with language and learning disabilities, including consideration of  psychological, developmental and linguistic and cultural correlates of the disorders.

	Outcomes
	Areas
	Evidence

	1. The student will demonstrate knowledge of normal language, and reading development and factors that may negatively impact development in these areas.   
	1
	1,2,6

	2. The student will demonstrate knowledge of ways to prevent or reduce the prevalence of  language and learning disabilities in school-age children. 
	1-5
	1,2,6

	3. The student will demonstrate knowledge of the receptive and expressive language aspects of children with language-learning disabilities and the causes and consequences of these disabilities.
	1
	1, 2, 3,4, 5, 6

	4.The student will able to interpret, integrate and synthesize information in order to diagnose and plan age-appropriate and evidenced-based intervention for school-age children with language-learning disabilities.
	1-5
	2,3,4,5,6

	5. The student will demonstrate knowledge of and skill in selecting and administering age-appropriate screening and evaluation techniques and measurements for language and learning disabilities.
	1-5
	2,3,4,5,6


 

	Areas
	Evidence

	1 Language learning disabilities

2 -Receptive and Expressive Language
4 - Social Aspects


	1 – Article Reaction Papers
2 - Exams
3 - Presentations
4 - Case Examples
5 - Classroom Discussion


Course Policies

1. Office Hours.  I do not have set office hours. The best time to meet is before or after class on Thursdays.  Please email me if you would like to set up a meeting at a different time.

2. Professional Conduct: The Department expects you to demonstrate professional conduct and respect for your peers at all times. Come to class on time. Turn off your cell phones before class begins. Be prepared for class (and don’t use this class to prepare for other responsibilities). Create a positive learning atmosphere; excessive talking makes it difficult for me to lecture and disrupts your peers. If I am concerned about your professionalism, I will speak to you outside of class. 

3. Plagiarism. Plagiarism will not be tolerated in this course. To plagiarize is "to steal or pass off (the ideas or words of another) as one's own" (Webster’s 9th edition). The Department of Communication Sciences and Disorders expects its faculty and students to give proper credit to other people through the use of proper citation. Our department follows the citation standards of the American Psychological Association (APA) Style Manual. If you have ANY questions about how to properly cite the work of others, consult this manual and ask me for clarification as needed! A student who plagiarizes another person’s work, in whole or in part will receive a 0 for that assignment.
4. Respect for Others: UNCG is committed to equal opportunity in education and employment for all persons and will not tolerate any discrimination against or harassment of persons on the basis of race, color, religion, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, national origin, political affiliation, genetic information, veteran status, disabling condition, or age. https://policy.uncg.edu/university-policies/discriminatory_conduct/
5.  Academic Integrity Policy: Each student is required to read the UNCG Academic Integrity Policy on the web page, http://saf.dept.uncg.edu/conduct/policies/academic.integrity.html and the Student Conduct Policies at http://saf.dept.uncg.edu/conduct. Each student will affirm that s/he has complied with those policies with a signature on all major work submitted for the course. In addition, sending any document electronically or posting to a Discussion Board implies compliance with the Academic Integrity Policy.    Failure to adhere to this policy will result in lowering of the course grade or expulsion from the class. 
6.  Learning differences/disabilities: For students with documented physical or learning differences and/or disabilities, appropriate arrangements will be made for completion of all class and assessment experiences. However, documentation of these differences and/or disabilities must be made available to the instructor prior to the first assessment experience. Information regarding disabilities and/or differences will be kept confidential. If you are unsure whether or not you need special accommodations, please contact the UNCG Office of Disability Services, 336-334-5540 or ods@uncg.edu.  

7. Health and Wellness: Your health impacts your learning. Throughout your time in college, you may experience a range of health issues that can cause barriers to your learning. These might include physical ailments, illnesses, strained relationships, anxiety, high levels of stress, alcohol/drug problems, feeling down, or loss of motivation. Student Health Services and The Counseling Center can help with these or other issues you may be experiencing. You can learn about the free, confidential mental health services available on campus by calling 336-334-5874, visiting the website at https://shs.uncg.edu/ or visiting the Anna M. Gove Student Health Center at 107 Gray Drive. Help is always available. 
8. Pronoun usage: Pronouns are words that a person may use to identify themselves instead of their chosen name. For example, she/her/hers and he/him/his are typically feminine and masculine pronouns, respectively. However, some feel more comfortable with gender-neutral pronouns. The most common gender-neutral pronouns are they/them/theirs, used in the singular to refer to an individual in a way that isn’t gendered. Please let me know, if you prefer to be addressed by pronouns other than those typically used in the singular. 
